
Folsom Middle School 8th Grade English Syllabus for HONORS 

Ms. Jones (jijones@fcusd.org)  
Mrs. Myre (pmyre@fcusd.org) 
 
 
Course Materials:  Study Sync -- Honors classes will be differentiated by Complexity (both reading & 
writing), Depth, and Speed.  There will also be Trimester Book Reports -- more information to follow. 

 

Course Description:  The Study Sync program fully aligns with the California Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts.  Study Sync provides standards-based instruction to ensure all 
students are ready for college, career, and civic life in the 21st century.  The four units of the program are 
Suspense!, In Time of War, A Moral Compass, and The Civil War.  Each unit is organized around an 
essential question that challenges students to examine texts through an engaging, challenging lens. 

Supplies:  A small binder with 4 dividers 
Plenty of white binder paper 
Pencils and pens 
2 highlighters 
A book for silent reading (many Homeroom teachers require one) 

 
 

Classroom Expectations:  Academic honesty will be expected at all times.  Although we do not anticipate 
any behavior disruptions, if they do occur, the following system will be enforced.  Students will be given 
a verbal warning for any unwanted behavior.  Offenses thereafter will result in documentation via 
Folsom Middle’s Classroom Due Process: 

Step 1- Warning, Parent Contact 
Step 2- Warning, Parent Contact (phone or email) 
Step 3- Teacher Assigned Consequence, Parent Contact, Referral to Administration 
Step 4- Class Suspension, Parent Contact, Referral 
Step 5- Class Suspension, Parent Contact, Referral 
Step 6- Suspension by Administrator, Parent Contact by Administration 

 
Note:  Some behaviors are more severe and warrant skipping steps and may have more severe 
consequences.  

 

Citizenship:  O= Outstanding     S= Satisfactory     N= Needs Improvement     U= Unacceptable 

A student will receive an O when he/she exhibits exceptional behavior, completes work on time, comes 
to class on time, AND participates in class discussions.  
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Grading:  We use a traditional 10 point grading scale, and grades will be weighted in the following 
manner: Formative Work (practice work) 20% 

 Summative Work (showing mastery) 80% 

 

Re-Writes and Late Work:  Students are encouraged to rewrite assignments when appropriate, and they 
will be given one week from the date the graded assignment is returned.  Late Work will be accepted for 
½ credit with a personal note explaining why it is late. 

 

Homework:  Throughout the year you can expect to do some Vocabulary, Grammar, Reading, Writing, 
and iReady lessons at home. 

 

General Format:  New vocabulary lessons will be given out approximately every 3 weeks with tests to 
follow at the end of each 3-week period.  Grammar will be part of our daily classwork, and quizzes will 
be approximately every 6 weeks.  Fridays will often be used for iReady curriculum and growth checks. 
Students who score at or above grade level on the initial diagnostic and/or on monthly growth checks 
will have the option to silent read on those Fridays. 

 

Jagbuck Incentives:  Jagbucks will be given to students who are exemplifying appropriate classroom 
behavior such as staying on task, helping others, using time wisely, etc.  They can be turned in for 
various privileges. 

 


